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of Europe were being evolved from the Latin basis. As the
great Buddhist empire and dominance began to wane as
already outlined and the power of Brahmin India to revive,
the language of the Aryan scholars and the old tradition
became fashionable, and in 300 B.C. Pagani wrote his famous
grammar. From that day of stereotyping as has happened
elsewhere, the development of a language stops, and we
have a correct and classic language. Pagani's was largely
the only language of the Vedas handed down in those brilliant
Aryan memories, and it began to be the language of all
literary men in Aryana. It was called the Sanskrit or 'built-
up' language, as distinct from the Prakrits, the developed
vernacular tongues. Many of the non-Sanskrit writings, as
explained, are written in one of the old Prakrits referred to
as Pali, which merely means ethe old language'. Which of
the Prakrits it is, however, is not quite certain. The built-up
classical language was still used till recent years by Aryan
scholars, but is now almost entirely superseded save as a
classic, by English, and the analogy of Latin, and the story of
Latin fits it fairly closely. The Aryan vernaculars which
have become distinct, if allied, languages in the passing of
the ages, are Bengali, Guzerati, Mahratti, Uriya, Punjabi
and Sindi, as also the more general Hindi and its derivative
Urdu. From the fourth to the tenth century the volume of
Sanskrit writing was very great, but with the coming of the
Musulman conquests, literature largely came to be written
in the Urdu aforesaid, which by freely borrowing from the
Persian was well suited to literary purposes. Sanskrit writing
continued, but it now became the vehicle of Hindu as dis-
tinct from Indian thought. The Dravidian languages have
entirely different roots and constructions and may have some
affinity with Turkish. They are Tamil, Telegu, Canarese
and Malayalam. There is an entirely different grouping
also, the Tibeto-Burman, which outside Burma is spoken
by the Mongoloid hill-tribes in the Himalayas, while there
is a Kolarian group of the languages belonging to the ab-
original tribes, Bhils, Sonthals, Gonds and the like.